
 

Meeting of the Morningstar Lake Association 

May 31, 2010 

10:00 AM at Lot 4 (Linda Robinson-Rutz) 

    

Minutes 

 

1) Call to Order / Introductions /Attendance – 27 of the 37 lots were represented.   

 

2)  Approval of Minutes of May 25, 2009 meeting – Motion to approve Loschen, second J. 

Crawford, approved unanimously. 

 

3)  Treasurer’s Report - $12,048.08 on hand as of May 25, 2010.  A copy of the report is attached 

to these minutes.  In 2009, we paid $400.00 per lot for annual dues / fees.  $250.00 of this went 

to the Summerwood Association for common area fees, and $140.00 was used for Morningstar 

annual expenses.  A question was asked about D & O coverage – it was reported that we have 

$1,000,000 in Director and Officers Coverage, and $2,000,000 in General Liability coverage. 

Motion to accept and approve Treasurer’s report was made by Loschen , seconded by Woodruff 

and approved unanimously by the lot representatives present. 

  

4)  Summerwood Lake Association Meeting – Minutes of the Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 

Summerwood Board meetings were sent to all residents by Summerwood.  The following topics 

were discussed by Darroll Loschen and Russ Bayer: 

 

a. Gate Update:  The gate no has a new operator, nearly all new wiring and we are 

waiting on the nylon rollers.  It is operational, and is working well.   

 

b. There was some discussion from the spring board meeting: 

 

1. The Annual Summerwood Assessment remains at $250.00 

2. Summerwood is building a reserve that will be satisfactory for any 

projects that may come along, as well as maintaining funds to cover a 

year’s worth of expenses 

3. Independence Day Fireworks are set for July 3, 2010 with a rain date of 

July 4. 

4. The Summerwood Directories were handed out to those in attendance 

 

c. The Summerwood Rules came up with a reminder that Morningstar Lake adopted 

the Summerwood Rules as part of our own lake rules. 

 

d. Summerwood Board Representative  – Darroll Loschen was reelected to serve 

another term as one of the two representatives from Morningstar Lake 

Association to the Summerwood Board. 

 

e. The allotment of gravel to Summerwood from Merrick County was discussed.  

Denny Walker, Curt Carlson and Jim Crawford will work to insure we receive our 



share and that it is graded appropriately.  Additionally, Curt Carlson, expressed 

his willingness to help keep the Morningstar Road graded.  This effort will be in 

addition to that provided by Summerwood. 

 

5) Morningstar Business: 

 

a. Boat Ramp Concerns – The boat ramp repair is in progress.  Denny Walker 

explained the steps that have been taken as well as the additional steps including 

metal plates to fasten the next two slabs to those already in the water.  Other 

residents reported the ramp is useable.  

 

b. The Independence Day Celebration chaired by Evelyn Herbig / Linda McCabe 

(with great assistance of many others) in 2009 was another huge success.  Linda 

reported this is her last year, so anyone looking to help Evelyn next year step up 

now.  A letter will be coming out detailing the activities, contacts and times.  The 

theme this year is America the Beautiful.  Remember to bring a baby picture to 

the McCabe’s for inclusion in the beautiful baby contest of lot owners.  
 

 Special thanks to the Ricenbaws for heading up lunch again. We are asking 

everyone who joins in the lunch to toss in a free will donation to help recoup 

some (or all) of the costs.  Thank you to everyone who makes this a great event.   

 

c. Lake Rules were reviewed.   

 

 As mentioned above – Morningstar is obligated to follow the Summerwood Rules 

not only on Summerwood Property but also on Morningstar property since those 

rules were adopted by Morningstar in 2008.   

 

 A new rule was approved unanimously after a motion by Tom Pirnie and a second 

by Tom Manning: 

 

 “As a general rule, when boating, pass to the left, and when picking up fallen 

skiers, tube riders, etc turn to the right.  Be in control of your watercraft and 

use common sense to protect the safety of all involved.” 

 

 All guests must follow the lake rules – lot owners are responsible.   

 

 

d. Please complete the registration form for your boat (if you have not already done 

so) and send in with your dues. (Copy attached to these minutes) 

 

e. A motion was made by Russ Bayer and seconded by Linda McCabe to amend 

Article 4, Section 3 of the By-Laws of Morningstar Lake Association to allow 

email as an alternative form of meeting notification and other notices.  Approved 

unanimously. 

 



f. Lake Water Quality – A committee was formed by President Rutz to look at steps 

to insure / improve lake water quality.  The committee (Darroll Loschen, Tom 

Pirnie, Denny Walker and Russ Bayer) will look at aeration, dredging, chemical 

use, etc and report back to the board and the residents. 

 

g. Annual Morningstar Dues Assessment – Summerwood set the dues per lot at 

$250.00 for 2010.  After the meeting the Board of Directors decided that 

Morningstar dues would remain the same ($150.00 per lot) .  Therefore, the 

assessment per lot for 2010 is $400.00.   Please make payable to Morningstar 

Lake Association and mail to: 

 

     Jim McCabe      

       P.O. Box 39      

    Exeter, NE 68351     

           

   or deliver to Cabin 17. 

 

h. Annual Golf outing – Cathy Houle and Tom Manning are going to plan the 

Annual Golf outing which may simply become the  Morningstar Pot Luck – more 

information to follow  

 

 

6) Election of Directors 

 

 Clarke Woodruff and Dan Pleasant were reelected as directors.   Their terms will expire 

at the annual meeting in 2013.  

 

The directors are: 

  

Linda Robinson Rutz- 2011  Jim Leuthje  - 2011 

Bob Herbig  - 2012  Deb McCarty  - 2012 

Clarke Woodruff - 2013  Dan Pleasant  - 2013 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 AM. 

  

After the meeting the officers for the next year were elected: 

 

President  - Linda Robinson-Rutz 

Vice President - Dan Pleasant 

Treasurer - Jim McCabe 

Secretary - Russ Bayer 

 

In addition, after the meeting, the Board of Directors decided to place three speed bumps along 

the Morningstar Road to help maintain speed at the 15 MPH limit. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



      Russ Bayer 

      Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Star Lake Association 

Treasurer's Report 

  
May 19, 2009 to May 25, 2010 

  
Checking Account  

  



Beginning Balance $2,879.84 

  
Receipts:  
   Annual Dues - 37 lots @ $400 per lot $14,805.00 

      ($250.00 per lot for Summerwood Assessment) 

      ($150.00 per lot for Morningstar Assessment) 

July 4th - Lunch Contributions $333.00 

July 4th - Donation $100.00 

2010 Dues - Prepaid $250.00 

Fiber Optics - Reimbursement for Road $150.00 

        Total Receipts $15,638.00 

Expenses:  
   Fourth of July - Expenses $673.85 

   So. Pwr Dist. - Lights $216.32 

   Summerwood Lake Assoc. - Dues $9,250.00 

   D & O. Liability Ins. $1,050.00 

   General Liability Ins. $1,715.98 

   Merrick County - Real Estate Tax $158.52 

   Nebraska Lake Association - Dues $100.00 

   Gravel for Road $70.00 

   

        Total Expenses $13,234.67 

  
Ending Balance of Checking Account $5,283.17 

  
    

  
Savings Account  

  
Beginning Balance $6,748.02 

  
Transfer from Checking Account  

  
Interest Earned $16.89 

  
Ending Balance of Savings Account $6,764.91 

    

  
Total Balance on Hand  

 of Checking and Savings Accts $12,048.08 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 


